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Okumenisches Patriarchat von Konstantinopel —
International Committee for Interreligious Consultations (IJCIC)

Erstes Treffen zwischen Judentum und orthodoxem Christentum:
Der Begriff des Gesetzes in der Bibel 1977 (Luzern)

Das erste Treffen zwischen Delegationen von Judentum und Orthodoxem Christentum
fand statt vom 16.—18. Mérz 1977 in Luzem auf Initiative das Okumenischen
Patriarchats von Konstantinopel und dem International Jewish Committee of
Interreligious Consultations (IJCIC). Das Thema lautete: ,Der Begriff des Gesetzes in
der Bibel.”
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On 16-18 March 1977, representatives of the Orthodox Church
and of Judaism met in Lucerne, Switzerland, for academic theo-
ogical discussions. The encounter took place under the auspices of
he Theological Faculty of Lucerne and was co-sponsored by the
Orthodox Center of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in Chambésy,
Geneva, and the International Jewish Committee for Interreligious
Consultations, which ‘is comprised of the World Jewish Congress, .
the Synagogue Council of America, the American Jewish Commit- \
ee, the B’nai B’rith/Anti-Defamation League, and the Jewish
ommittee-in Israel for Interreligious Consultations. The subject
was “The Law in Christian - Orthodox and Jewish Understanding.”

The following persons participated in the colloquium:

On the Jewish side: Rabbi Balfour Brickner, New York; Dr.
mst L. Ehrlich, Basle; Mr. Abraham Karlikoff, Paris; Mr. Michael
. Klein, Geneva; Dr. Pinhas Peli, Jerusalem; Rabbi Nachum
Rabinovitch, London; Dr. Gerhart M. Riegner, Geneva; Rabbi Elie
abetai, Athens; Mr. Zachanah Shuster Paris; Professor Shemarya-
u Talmon, Jerusalem.

On the Christian-Orthodox side: Mr. Georges Lemoupolos,
hambésy; Father Jean Renneteau, Paris; Professor Dr. Damaskin-
s Papandreou, Metropolitan of Tranoupolis; Bishop Seraphim,
urich; Pastor Emanuel Simantirakis, Zurich; Dr. Basilios Stoyian-
os, Thessalonike; Professor Dr. Demetrios Theraios, Chambesy
Regrettably, due to illness Archpriest Professor Alexei Kniazef
as unable to participate and deliver a paper as planned.

On the Christian-Roman Catholic side: Professor Rudolph Ermni,
ucerne; Professor Rudolph Schmid, Lucerne; and Professor_
lemens Thoma, Lucerne.

For the World Council of Churches: Dr. Franz von Hammer-
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The session was opened by Professor Dr. Victor Conzemius, _ i
ector of the Theological Faculty of Lucerne. After the Rector’s ’;»!;
elconte, Metropolitan Damaskinos Papandreou explained that :
his meeting had come about as a result of a lecture he had given

Zurich in 1976 before the Swiss Society for Christian - Jewish

riendship on the theme “The Claim for Absolution of Both .

hristianity and Judaism and the Necessity for Dialogue between :
Them.” His lecture had had a positive reaction from the Jewish .
ide. Earlier, encounters of this kind had been encouraged by the ;
esolutions of the first Presynodal Pan-Orthodox Conference in
hambésy, in November 1976, as well as by the Christmas message




from Patriarch Demetrios I. Metropolitan Damaskinos stressed th
academic character of the Lucerne encounter.

Next, Dr. Riegner greeted the participants in the name of th
Jewish delegation and recalled various points of contact in th
history of both communities. Metropolitan Damaskinos preside
over the sessions on the first day. In the morning, Professo
Talmon gave the first lecture, on the theme “The Torah as
Concept and Vital Principle in the Hebrew Bible.”” He emphasize
that- Torah covers much more than ceremonial Law, being co
cerned with the entire spectrum of human life and moral conduc
based on faith. Through misinterpretation of the Jewish concep
of Law, the Jewish faith had been stigmatized and much harm ha
been done. Torah and Law, as understood in Judaism, preserve
the connection between God and man, between man and man
between the center of society and its periphery. “Seeking God
was equated by the prophet Amos with “seeking the good and th
right.”

In the afternoon of the same day, Professor Schm1d spoke )
the subject: “A Roman Catholic View of the Law.” He stresse
that in light of contemporary biblical exegesis, the concept of La
had been released from the disastrously restricted interpretation o
the past. He analysed the development and meaning of the purit
legislation and said that, in the light of Jesus’ teaching, the Law i
to be seen not as an absolute, but rather as an instruction demand
ing a response which God’s people must render anew in every agi
according to the revelation of God Himself. If this inner dynami
was taken seriously, the Jews and Christians, though they may no
come to the same conclusions on all points, could live togcther'
mutual respect and love. '

Dr. Ehrlich presided over the meetings on 17 March, the secon
day of the encounter. At the moming meeting, Rabbi Rabmovﬁq
spoke of “The Law in Rabbinic Judaism.” He emphasized th
flexible character of rabbinical interpretations of the Torah, whic
allowed for a pluralism of views within Judaism. At the afternoo
meeting, Professor Stoyiannos spoke about “The Law in the Nexy
Testament from an Orthodox Point of View.” He said it would b
a mistake to sweep existing disagreements under the table in th
name of ecumenism, and he analyzed the historic evolution of th
problematic and the answers given to it, including the Chnstologl
- cal interpretation of the Law. The Eastern Church Fathers, he Ie
called, were interested not so much in the problem of Just1fzcat10'

s in the metamorphosis of man through Christ. To them, the Law
as one part of the whole Scripture, a part of the mystery of
ivine Economy for the salvation of man in Christ.

~All the lectures gave way to lively discussions which were
arked by frankness and sincerity.

On the evening of the second day, the participants were invited
y Dr. Walter Gut, Director of the Department of Education of
he Canton of Lucerne to an official reception in-the old Town
all. -

At the last meeting, on 18 March, the discussions were sum-
arized, and it was decided to carry on the work in a similar
eeting the following year on a theme yet to be defined.

Summary Minutes
6 March 1977 — Chairman, Mgr. Damaskinos

-Professor Dr Victor Conzemius, Rector of the Theological
aculty of Lucerne, greeted the representatives of the Orthodox
hurch and of Judaism in the name of the Faculty. He observed
at many participants had come from overseas and other distant
aces. Some participants, such as Metropolitan Papandreou, were
d friends and members of the faculty. He was happy that the
oup had honored a small university as the site of its encounter
d he hoped that their choice would further the participants’
adiness to dialogue and stimulate the exchange of views.

iocese, Dr. Anton Hanggai, for reasons of health, was unable to
elcome the group personally, and he conveyed the B1shop S
eetings and best wishes for the success of the conference.

Professor Conzemius concluded with a story from the Tales of

¢ Hassidim which he admonished -all to keep in mind durmg the
bates:

Rabbi Baer of Radoshitz at one time asked his teacher, Jacov
Itzhak, the Rabbi of Lublin to show him a universal way of
serving God. The Zaddik replied: “It is impossible to tell men
which way they should follow. For one can serve God through
study or through prayer, through eating and through fasting.
Each man should consider which way his heart leads him and
then he should pursue this direction with all his might.”

The Rector then informed the meeting that the Bishop of the







tween Jewry and Orthodox Christianity. He hoped that

meeting and the lecturers would be blessed and that they in tur

would be a blessing for both communities.

Dr. Riegner introduced the Jewish participants and Mgr. Damas

kinos the Christian participants.
Next Professor Talmon spoke on the subject: “The Torah
Concept and Vital Principle in the Hebrew Bible.”

the | SHEMARYAHU TALMON
TORAH AS A CONCEPT AND VITAL PRINCIPLE
IN THE HEBREW BIBLE

as ' . ,

' Professor Papandreou has described our colloquium as an aca-
demic discussion among theologians and scholars of various
religious persuasions, modes of faith and thought. This description
s justified by the composition of the gathering assembled here in

which expresses an idea that I am going to develop in my detailed
rgument. According to Jewish tradition, every Sichat Talmidei
Chachamim, i.e. every debate among sages or among students
spiring to become sages must have as its end not the mere eluci-
ation of theories in the form of a scholastic exercise, but should—
t any rate ideally—lead to practical conclusions. The discussions
)t sages result in decisions affecting everyday life. They concern
the life of the individual and of society, even though on the

isputants and of the community which they represent.

olloquium, a conversation between qualified representatives of
rthodox Christianity, the Roman Church, and various streams in
udaism, must not become the arena for an intellectual contest in
hich we try to convince one another to accept our own particu-
r interpretation of articles of faith which spring from a common
of, viz. the Hebrew Bible which is the Old Testament of the
hurch. Furthermore, we cannot content ourselves by confronting
ne another with the. intrinsic and methodological correctness of
ur respective ideas about the subject we have undertaken to exa-
ine: Law in Judaism and in Orthodox and Roman Catholic
hﬂstianity. Even if we who are assembled here succeed-as it is to

- We should adopt these guidelines in our present discussions. Qur
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